" HOUR OF OUR GREATEST EFFORT is APPROACHING," MARCH 26, 1944

Individual fighting superiority in the jungle has definitely passed
to the British and Indian soldiers as compared with the Japanese.
Farther to the North an American column of experienced jungle-fighters
and a considerable Chinese army under General Stilwell, of the United
States Service, are progressing with equal mastery. Later on I shall
make to you or to Parliament a further report on all' this hard fighting,
which, mind you, is not by any means decided yet. Meanwhile we
have placed a powerful battle-fleet under Admiral Somerville in
Indian waters in order to face the main part of the Japanese Fleet
should it turn westward after having declined battle against the
Americans.

When I spoke a year ago I drew attention to the possibility that there
would be a prolonged interval between the collapse of Hitler and the
downfall of Japan. I still think there will be an interval, but I do not
consider it will necessarily be as long an interval as I thought a year
ago. But be it lung or be it short, we shall go through with our
American brothers with our utmost strength to the very end.

I have now tried to carry you as if in a Mosquito aircraft on recon-
noitring duty over the world-wide expanse of this fell and ferocious
war, and I trust you have gained not only some glimpses of particular
scenes, but also a feeling of the relative size and urgency of the various
things that are going on. There are, as you see, quite a lot of things
going on.

Still, I remember that when I spoke to you on March 2ist of last
year, I gave up the main part of what I said to what we were planning
to do to make our island a better place for all its people after the war
was over, whenever that should be.

I told you there would have to be a General Election and a new
House of Commons, and that if I were still thought fit to be of any
further use, I should put to the country a Four-Years' Plan to cover
the transition period between war and peace, and to bring the soldiers,
sailors, and airmen back to a land where there would be food, work,
and homes for all. I dwelt on how wrong it would be to make promises
which could not be fulfilled, and for one set of politicians to try to
outbid another in visionary scheming and dreaming. But I mentioned
five or six large fields in which practical action would have to be taken.

Let me remind you of them. A reform and advance on a great scale
in the education of the people and a nation-wide uplifting of their physical
health. I spoke of the encouragement of agriculture and food pro-
duction and the vigorous revival of healthy village life. I dwelt upon
the importance of a national compulsory insurance scheme for all
classes, for all purposes, from the cradle to the grave, and of a sound
scheme of demobilization which would not delay the rebuilding of
industry ancl would not seem unfair to the fighting men,
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